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Wishing You a Happy New Year 





NINE VOLUMES OF THE IOWA 
LIBRARY QUARTERLY 


With this number the Jowa Library 
Quarterly completes its ninth volume 
and twenty-four years of publication— 
twelve years and two months with Miss 
Tyler as editor and twelve years lack- 
ing two months under the present sec- 
retary. 

The effort of both has been to carry 
to the librarians and library boards of 
the state a message of helpfulness and 
inspiration which should enable them 





to render better service to their com- 
munities and thereby contribute to the 
educational work of Iowa. 

What the results have been we can- 
not know. It has been bread cast upon 
the waters which we can only trust may 
bring returns—if not now—at least 
after many days. 

How many libraries have the entire 
nine volumes? The first four con- 
tained but four numbers, a volume be- 
ing completed each year. Since 1905 
the volumes have contained sixteen 
numbers, complete in four years. 

The earlier numbers are searce and 
cannot be replaced but the librarians 
would do well to collect such numbers 
as they have, make up the volumes, and, 
if binding cannot be afforded, at least 
tie them together and preserve them 
as part of the archives of their libraries. 
A few occasional numbers can be sup- 
plied but whole volumes cannot be. The 
Index to vol. 9 will be mailed later. 


The editor in completing this ninth 
volume under her editorship closes its 
last pages with feelings of appreciation 
and gratitude for co-operation on the 
part of all with whom she has been 
associated, a condition which makes 
work in Iowa so much a joy and a sat- 
isfaction. 

May the new year bring to us all 
suecess in our work, joy in service and 
such appreciation on the pert of those 
whom we serve as to carry us forward 
with lighter hearts and steadier hands. 

















IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Boone Meeting 


The thirty-fourth annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
in Boone, October 1st to 3rd. In at- 
tendance it was the largest meeting 
of the Association, having registered 
225. The weather was ideal, the spirit 
of the meeting cordial, the care and 
attention of the Boone library board 
and staff unremitting and the hospi- 
tality of the Boone people ‘unsurpassed. 
Miss Wieder made a delightful presi- 
dent. The program was profitable and 
entertaining and ‘‘the best meeting 
ever’’ was the verdict of many in at- 
tendance. 


At the opening session on Wednesday 
afternoon an address of weleome was 
given by Mrs. A. J. Barkley, President 
of the Library Board, in which she 
paid tribute to Senator C. J. A. Eric- 
son and his daughter, Miss Rena Eric- 
son, whose gifts made possible the 
original library building and - the 
beautiful addition which was erected 
last year. Miss Isabella Hopper of 


Fort Dodge, Second Vice President of 
the Association, responded in a few 
happy words. 

After the reports of the Treasurer 
and Secretary and of the Secretary of 
the lowa Library Commission an ad- 
dress on ‘‘Musie appreciation and the 
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library’’ was given by Miss Fannie R. 
Buchanan of Grinnell, Educational 
Lecturer for the Victor Talking Ma- 
chine Company. She stated that the 
children were well taken care of in a 
musical way through the schools and 
suggested that the librarians take up 
the musical education of the adult, 
mentioning that librarians are better 
qualified for this work than trained 
musicians because of the technical 
leanings of the latter. 

She thought a program of an hour 
once a month could be arranged even 
though the librarian was overworked. 
The first program might be Indian 
music, a second negro spirituels and a 
third cowboy music, all being Ameri- 
can music. 


Following Miss Miss 


Buchanan, 


Frances Mason gave a short explana-— 
tion of the beautiful color prints which 
adorned the library walls, being loan 
exhibits from various places. She 
called attention to their good and bad 
points and showed other prints more 
or less desirable. 

At the close of the afternoon session 
the Boone Library Board served tea in 
the adjoining club room thus giving 
the librarians opportunity for conver- 
sation and the renewal of acquaintance, 

On Wednesday evening, Mr. R. §, 
Galer, of Mt. Pleasant, First Vice Presi- 
dent, presided and introduced the 
speaker of the evening, Dr. Dallas Lore 
Sharp, Professor of English in Boston 
University. 

Dr. Sharp’s subject was ‘‘The magi- 
eal chance’’ which comes to everyone 
in opportunities which if seized result 
in the development of the individual 
and benefit to the world. To adhere 
throughout life to the decorous and 
conventional will often damage or kill 
the chances which otherwise might be 
fruitful in results. He gave as ex- 
amples men who had made the eseape 
Dana, the author of ‘‘Two years before 
the mast,’’ Jack London, Bret Harte, 
and others. The address was humorous 
as well as inspiring and was greatly 
enjoyed by the entire audience. : 

An informal reception tendered by 
the Boone Woman’s Club followed at 
which the librarians were pleased to 
meet Mr. Sharp as well as their own 
members. 

On Thursday morning a communi- 
cation was read from James R. Brunton 
of the Boone Chamber of Commerce 
extending greetings to the librarians 
and inviting them to meet in Boone at 
any future time that would be con- 
venient for the Association. 

Mr. John B. Kaiser, recently ap 
pointed librarian of the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, was introduced and 
presented the greetings of President 
Jessup of The University assuring the 
librarians of the desire of the State Uni- 
versity to co-operate in every way pos-. 
sible in forwarding the library work of 
the state. He left the question with the 
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librarians whether a graduate school 
or a post graduate school for librarians 
in connection with the university would 
be desirable. 

Miss Barrette reported for the Re- 
cruiting Committee of which she was 
chairman and stated that the recruits 
to library work, in Iowa during the 
year were few. Young people were not 
attracted to the field, she declared, be- 
cause of the prevalent low salary paid. 

The following telegram was read 
from Miss Leora J. Lewis, Field Li- 
brarian of South Dakota: 

‘*Miss Julia Robinson: Joint library 
conference Iowa, Nebraska, South Da- 
kota and Minnesota has been suggested 
for next year. If interested please dis- 
cuss matter of association meeting. 
Sioux City possibly logical point for 
such conference.’’ 

After considerable discussion it was 
moved by Mr. Sumner that ‘‘It is the 
sense of the Iowa Library Association 
that we enter into a regional meeting 
in 1925 and that the matter of detail 
of arrangement be left with the Ex- 
ecutive Board.’’ 

Miss Shellenberger moved ‘‘That ac- 
tion qn Mr. Sumner’s motion be de- 
ferred until tomorrow morning.’’ Car- 
ried. 

The assembly was then dismissed to 
attend the different Round Tables. 
(Reports of these follow this report.) 

‘*Folklore and Songs of Chaldea’”’ 
was the subject of an interesting lec- 
ture given Thursday afternoon by 
Sheik Rafel Emmanuel of Mesopotamia. 
Although a native prinee of that coun- 
try he has resided in America seven 
years. His charm of personality won 
the close attention of the audience 
throughout his very interesting talk. 
He quoted extensively from: Dryden, 
Pope and Shakespeare his favorite 
English authors and from Emerson his 
favorite American author. 

The Sheik appeared in native cos- 
tume and his address was especially 
appreciated by the librarians as he 
explained that most of his English edu- 
cation was obtained through study in 
the free public libraries of this country. 
Miss Frances Hannum, librarian of 
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Racine, Wisconsin, spoke on ‘‘The why 
and how of County Libraries.”’ 

(An abstract of her talk will appear 
in the Quarterly.) 

The afternoon program was con- 
cluded .with an interesting address by 
Miss Frances Mason of Boone on ‘‘ Art 
and the library poster.’’ She said it 
was true that art could not be reduced 
to laws but insisted that some knowl- 
edge of the law of design was necessary 
in making clear cut commanding post- 
ers. 

Care in regard to the lettering was 
necessary, the distance at which the 
poster was to be viewed regulating the 
size of the letters. Plain block letters 
are best and the letters should never be 
arranged in a vertical manner as the 
eye is not trained to read that way. 

Neutral background is best with 
small quantity of bright colors. Judg- 
ment in regard to margins, the blend- 
ing of colors and good choice of back- 
ground were requisites for effective 
poster making. Miss Mason recom- 
mended that the School Arts Magazine 
be placed in every library. 

In the evening the librarians were 
the guests of the Boone Woman’s Club 
at a lecture on ‘‘Art and the commun- 
ity,’’ by Mr. Dudley Crafts Watson of 
the Art Institute, Chicago. 

Mr. Watson showed first what inven- 
tions have dong in bringing about lei- 
sure and predicted that in time the 
working day would be reduced for all 
to a very few hours. He then urged 
that the large amount of leisure which 
now comes and will come through in- 
ventions and discoveries should be 
utilized in a manner which would en- 
rich the lives of all. 

On Friday morning the motion made 
by Mr. Sumner on Thursday morning, 
‘Tt is the sense of the Iowa Library 
Association that we enter into a region- 
al meeting in 1925 and that the matter 
of detail or arrangement be left with 
the Executive Board,’’ was the first - 
order of business taken up. After a 
short discussion the motion was carried, 
sixty-two for and twenty-nine against. 

Mr. Sumner then moved that the 
Iowa Library Association vote to meet 





with Nebraska, South Dakota and Min- 
nesota in Sioux City, Iowa, in 1925 and 
that the secretary be instructed to in- 
form the secretaries of the other states. 
Carried. 


Report of the Resolutions Commit- 


tee was read by Miss Shellenberger and 
was as follows: 


‘‘Whereas the situation regarding 
adequate support for the Library Com- 
mission has not yet received from the 
state legislators the consideration we 
feel it deserves, ‘ 


Therefore Be It Resolved, That we 
recommend that every library board in 
the state communicate to its repre- 
sentative and senator our earnest de- 
sire that our Library Commission be 
granted the financial support for which 
it asks. 


*‘Resolved, That the Iowa Library 
Association expresses its appreciation 
of the hospitality of the Boone library 
board and staff in entertaining us in 
their beautiful building; to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce and the Hotels for 
their many courtesies ; and to the Boone 
Woman’s Club for their contribution to 
the program on Thursday evening. 

**Resolved, That the thanks of the 
Association be expressed to the officers 
for a delightful and helpful program.’’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
Grace Shellenberger, 
Sadie Stevens, 
Velma Harlow. 


The first address of the morning was 
given by Miss Emily V. D. Miller, Edi- 
tor of the Booklist. Miss Miller gave 
an excellent list of books, including fic- 
tion, non-fiction and a few juvenile 
with short reviews which gave the li- 
brarians an idea on whether ‘‘To buy 
or not to buy’’ which was the subject 
of her talk. 


The closing address was given by 
Mrs. Eva Cloud Taylor of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, who spoke on ‘‘ Present needs 
and opportunities in library work with 
children.”’ 


The following officers were elected — 
for the coming year: ; 
President, Miss Mary Rosemond, Deg 
Moines. 

First Vice President, Miss Mary 
Egan, Clinton. 

Second Vice President, Miss Frances 
Mason, Boone. 

Secretary, Miss Elizabeth Walpole, 
Storm Lake. 

Treasurer, Miss Sadie Stevens, Car- 
roll (unexpired term). 

Registrar, Miss Lucille 
Estherville. 

Member of Certification Board, Mrs. 
Helen Gillilan, Waterloo. 

The Treasurer’s final report was as 
follows: 
Balance on hand Oct. 


Peterson, 


Balance on hand at close of 

meeting Oct. 3, 1924 
(There are still some bills out.) 

A cordial invitation was extended to 
the librarians for an automobile trip 
around the city in the afternoon by the 
Boone Chamber of Commerce. 

Miss Weider, the outgoing president 
introduced the newly elected president, 
Miss Mary M. Rosemond of Des Moines 
after which the meeting adjourned. 





ROUND TABLES 
Trustees 


Those who argued that the state 
meeting would be better attended if no 
State Fair Conference were held cer- 
tainly proved their point as far as the 
trustees were concerned for on Thurs- 
day morning more than thirty trustees 
were in attendance at the Round Table 
in the conference room of the Boone 
library. 

The chairman, Mrs. H. W. Spaulding, 
presided and the program as arranged 
was carried out with very few changes 
and at the close of the session many 
expressed themselves as being bene- 
fited by the meeting and hoped that 
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more time could be given for the Trus- 
tees Round Table next year. 


The first topie discussed was ‘‘ Libra- 
rians’ rights and privileges, time off, 
vacations, assistants, etc.’’ A plea was 
made for a higher standard for libra- 
rianship. This can only be brought 
about by higher salaries which will de- 
mand that the librarian have adequate 
training. Salaries should compare 
favorably with the high school teach- 
er’s salary. It was reported that a 
Boy Scout leader in one town was re- 
ceiving a much larger salary than the 
city librarian, which of course is not 
justice. 

Most of the trustees were agreed that 
no librarian should be alowed to work 
through the year without at least two 
weeks’ vacation on pay, this for the 
good of the library as well as the li- 
brarian. 

Also that no librarian should be with- 
out an assistant in training at least part 
of the time so that the efficiency of the 
library might not be checked in case 
of an emergency. 

Then, too, the librarian is sometimes 
asked to speak to clubs, schools, ete., 
advising with the teachers and giving 
suggestions as to reading courses: At 
such times she should be provided with 
a substitute without expense to her- 
self. 

‘*Censorship and the restricted book 
shelf’’ was a subject that brought forth 
some lively discussion and various 
opinions were expressed. Some be- 
lieved there should be no such restric- 
tion, others that there are books which 
a library should have but which should 
be given out only by request, thus pro- 
tecting young readers who at the sug- 
gestion of a tactful librarian may be 
guided in reading a better type of 
books. However, one trustee seemed 
to strike the key note when he said, 
‘*When a book gilds sin and crime and 
evil doing it should be done away with, 
there is the place to draw the line.”’ 

Another interesting topic was ‘‘Co- 
operation and reference work for 
schools’ and ‘‘Extension work of the 
library into surrounding small towns 
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and communities, factories and settle- 
ments.’’ 

By working in co-operation with the 
school boards and teachers the library 
can render valuable service to the stu- 
dents in their high school course. 
Their English work, history and biog- 
raphy and debate work is made much 
more interesting and effective by a 
librarian who is willing to give her 
services and after all it is just a part 
of her job, or should be. 

The extension work of a library is 
truly the trustees problem. The aver- 
age librarian’s motto is ‘‘The greatest 
service to the greatest number’’ and 
she will go as far with extension work 
as the trustees will allow her. Often 
the library can do a wonderful mis- 
sionary work by making a loan to a 
nearby community, and thus create a 
desire for books and soon a library of 
their own is started. 


In the smaller towns, groups receiv- 
ing the service are willing to pay a 
reasonable sum for the service and are 
soon ready to vote a tax for their own 
library. A library stands in a com- 
munity for service. Why not reach 
out and help even such small groups 
as district schools, farm bureaus, or 
country club people? This service will 
help to establish country libraries. 

‘‘Opening the library on Sunday’”’ 
was shown to be a local problem. Some 
communities are benefitted by the two 
hour service on Sunday, especially 
mining and factory towns. However, 
there are few libraries in the state 
that are opened on Sunday. 

Mr. C. V. Findlay of Fort Dodge, 
was unanimously elected chairman of 
the Trustees Round Table for 1925, 
when we hope we may have a full day’s 
session. 

(Reported by Mrs. W. B. Wilson, 
Grinnell.) 





LARGE LIBRARIES 
There were three topies discussed at 
the Round Table of the large libraries: 
‘‘How to keep the staff informed in 
regard to new books,’’ ‘Interlibrary 














registration’’ and ‘‘How to trace lost 
books or books that are very much 
overdue.”’ 


The discussion of the first topic 
proved most interesting. Everyone 
agreed to the imcreased necessity of 
knowing .the new fiction due to the 
number of new authors and the chang- 
ing style of the established writers. 
Book reviews read and pasted in the 
books for the convenience of the bor- 
rowers and the staff were suggested, 
also staff meetings at which the books 
were briefly reviewed. ; 


Every effort should be made to have 
these discussions as brief as possible 
in order to give more time to the dis- 
eussion of non-fiction. It was sug- 
gested that the various members of the 
staff be assigned certain classes of 
books and that they be responsible for 
the discussion of all new books in that 
class, sociology, history, art, ete. 

While ‘‘Interlibrary registration’ 
would not be as great a convenience in 
the state of Iowa where none of the 
libraries require a guarantor, it is an 
act of courtesy which would add to the 
friendly feeling toward that library. 
The patron would be more apt to go to 
the library immediately on moving to 
the city if he had his ecard of intro- 
duction. 


The question ‘‘How to get back lost 
books or books that are very much 
overdue’’ brought no solution. The 
discussion only emphasized the fact 
that the desk attendant must be acenu- 
rate in her work and keep a complete 
record of any lost book attached to the 
borrower’s card until the matter is ad- 
justed. 


(Mary Egan, Leader.) 





SMALL LIBRARIES 


This year the small and medium 
libraries met in one Round Table and 
a large attendance of very responsive 
librarians gave a very helpful meeting. 

Previous to the meeting letters were 
sent to several librarians asking them 
if there were any special subjects which 


‘they wovld like to have discussed at 
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the Round Table. Many requests fol- 
lowed and from these the chairman 
selected her subjects for discussion. 

Following this a cireular letter list- 
ing the subjects was sent to about fifty 
librarians that they might know the 
subjects for discussion and come pre- 
pared with questions and suggestions, 
The chairman is inclined to believe that 
this was a help for she never led a 
more responsive group. 

The first subject, ‘‘How to teach the 
schools to use the library intelligently,’’ 
was introduced by Mrs. Bray of Grin- 
nell. . It was revealed that at least one- 
third of the librarians present give 
special instruction in the use of the 
library to at least the high school stu- 
dents and in some towns instruction is 
given to the children in the grades. 


This work is done by the librarian 
and in most instances in the library 
where practice work is given. This in- 
eludes problems also in the use of the 
Reader’s Guide. While it means work 
for the librarian at the time, all agreed 
that it was time well spent. 


Mention was made of the help gained 
by using the large facsimile cards of 
author-title and subject put out by the 
Democrat Printing Company. An in- 
teresting pamphlet on course of study 
in the use of the library is used by the 
Children’s Department in the Cinein- 
nati Publie Library which some librari- 
ans use as a guide for work in the 
grades. Special reading lists are pre- 
pared by several librarians in co-opera- 
tion with the school teachers. The key 
note sounded in regard to work among 
the schools was co-operation, furthered 
always by the librarian. 

The second subject for discussion, 
‘‘Interesting Projects for Children’s 
Book Week,’’ was introduced by Miss 
Helen Morse of Maquoketa. It was 
agreed that a central committee com- 
posed of the librarian and representa- 
tives of various leading organizations 
in the town should formulate plans for 
the campaign and make it a week long 
to be remembered. 

‘‘Best publicity methods used the 


past year,’’ introduced by Miss Foster _ ‘ 
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of Clarinda, brought to light different 
methods successfully employed in vari- 
ous libraries. The newspaper should 
be furnished with news notes from the 
libraries. Special weeks as ‘‘ National 
Garden Week,’’ ‘“‘Children’s Book 
Week,’’ ‘‘Musie Week’’ and others 
furnish splendid opportunities for dis- 
play windows and other publicity fea- 
tures. 

A travel window was used success- 
fully in one town during the summer. 
Luggage including traveling bags, golf 
bags, ete., with attractive posters as a 
background and travel books resulted 
in a tempting window that increased 
the circulation of travel” books and 
made many feel that they had spent 
a delightful vacation without depleting 
their exchequer. 

Booths at the County Fair and Farm 
Bureau gatherings all help to bring the 
library before the people. 

The Year Round Bookselling News 
of the National Association of Book 
Publishers, 334 Fifth Ave., New York 
City, may be obtained free of charge. 
Many suggestions are given that li- 
braries can use and posters are mailed 
free. 

Free Jessie Wilcox Smith posters 
may be obtained also by writing the 
American Radiator Co., Chicago. These 
addresses are given here that those who 
did not attend may have the benefit 
of our Round Table. ‘‘Make use of 
everything you can get for nothing.”’ 

The last subject discussed was 
‘‘What are you doing to recruit li- 
brarians in your town?’’ It was intro- 
duced by Miss Bailey of Perry. High 
school and college or town girls may 
often be interested in library work by 
offering an apprentice course, requir- 
ing a certain number of hours work in 


return for the instruction. In towns . 


where this is done much interest is 
taken in library work and in many in- 
stances the girls are planning their col- 
lege work with library training in 
mind. Even if definite library work is 
not taken up later it gives a culture 
and educational background which is 
an asset in any line of work. Secondly 


it proves a big help to the librarian 
when the day is overcrowded and ex- 
tra help is needed. 

Lack of time prevented‘a discussion 
of other subjects which were requested. 
In conclusion the chairman wishes to 
thank all present for the response given 
at the Round Table. 

(Mary E. MeCoy, Leader.) 





College and School Librarians 


At the College and School Round 
Table the State University, State Col- 
lege, colleges and high schools were all 
well represented. Those present eagerly 
joined in the discussions, voluteering 
information as to what their own li- 
brary was doing along the lines 
brought out and offering valuable ideas 
as to what might be done. This made 
the Round Table a most interesting one. 

The first subject, ‘‘The value of a 
clipping file’’ was introduced by Miss 
Clark, Librarian of Grinnell College. 
In the discussion which followed it 
was generally agreed that in spite of 
the time required in making it, such 
& file was well worth while, provided 
the material was kept strictly up-to- 
date and only the most recent sub- 
jects included. Data on the others 
could easily be found in books or peri- 
odicals. 

The subjects of ‘‘Reserved book sys- 
tems’’ and ‘‘How best to collect over- 
due books and fines’’ were then dis- 
eussed; Miss Pritchett, Librarian of 
Coe College, introducing the former 
and Mr. Brown, Librarian of the Iowa 
State College, the latter. 

Various systems were talked over— 
those in use outside the state, in such 
libraries as the University of Califor- 
nia, the University of Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, Chicago, ete. 

As Mr. Brown aptly put it, a system 
that would fit a library of one size or 
type would not do at all in a library of 
a different size or type, the best way 
being to become informed on aS many 
schemes as possible then to wisely se- 
lect that most suited to one’s own li- 
brary. 

The plan of issuing receipts to stu- 
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dents when they return their books 
was discussed at length. This plan is 
adopted at Ames and it has the tend- 
ency to deter students from bringing 
books in hours after they are due, plac- 
ing them on the shelves or in some 
place back of the desk and then de- 
elaring they had been brought in on 
time and had been overlooked. 

As to fines, it was generally agreed 
that the best plan was to charge a rath- 
er large fine and to hold up the stu- 
dents’ grades at the end of the term 
in some way until all fines are paid. As 
to whether the Dean of Mer and the 
Dean of Women should take charge of 
this or whether the library itself should 
do it opinions differed. 

As to ‘‘Reserved book systems,’’ 
many preferred to place the reserve 
of each teacher in a place by itself 
and to arrange the books alphabetical- 
ly under the name of the reserve. 
Others preferred the arrangement of 
all the books together by call number, 
particularly when the students were 
required to present a call number at 
the desk when asking for books. It 
was practically unanimously decided 
that all reserves should be behind the 
loan desk or in some place where the 
students cannot help themselves as the 
books are safer when kept in this way. 

Mr. Kaiser, Librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa Library, read a most in- 
teresting paper written by Mrs. Davis 
on ‘‘ What reference should be done in 
college libraries.’’ 

Following this, Miss Ferguson of the 
Iowa State Teachers College Library 
gave a talk on ‘‘Art for college and 
school libraries’’ emphasizing the value 
of developing appreciation of good pic- 
tures among the students and showing 
how much could be done with com- 
paratively small outlay of money. She 
showed samples of the inexpensive pic- 
tures in color true to the original 
which are being purchased, mounted 
and circulated as books at the Iowa 
State Teachers College Library. 

Since many of the college librarians 
felt that the State Association came too 
early in the fall when the colleges were 
opening and work was heavy at home, 


this Round Table voted that a commit- 
tee be appointed by the chairman (of. 


which she should be a member) to draw 


up a resolution for presentation to the 
Executive Committee requesting that 
the annual meeting of the I. L. A. be 
held later in the fall if possible. The 
chairman appointed Mr. Brown of 
Ames as chairman of this committee 
and Miss Pritchett of Coe College as a 
third member. 
(Harriet Kidder, Leader.) 





Children’s Librarians 


Twenty-five attended the Round 
Table for Children’s Librarians. Gen- 
eral satisfaction was expressed over the 
opportunity to be together, and to con- 
sider the problems peculiar to this de- 
partment of library work. 

.Five special topics were discussed, 
the ones chosen being those uppermost 
in questions asked last year at the gen- 
eral round table. ‘‘The Story Hour,’’ 
was led by Miss Linn Jones of Des 
Moines who spoke especially of work 
done on the playgrounds of Des Moines 
this summer. She reminded us of this 
powerful avenue for the cultivation of 
taste and the ways of extending its 
field. 


**Methods of Publicity in the Chil- 
dren’s Room,’’ under the leadership of 
Miss Elizabeth Lilly, of Burlington 
brought out many and varied experi- 
ences, and revealed many channels 
through which one may work: news- 
papers, bookstores, clubs, lists, posters, 
schools, personal contact. It was agreed 
that the last two are the most im- 
portant. Miss Lilly emphasized the 
point that the opportunity to speak in 
the schoolroom is a privilege accorded 
the librarian by the teacher, and there- 
fore the school talk should be brief, 
definitely planned, and of real inspira- 


‘tion to teacher and class. 


Miss Mary Munroe of Muscatine, in 
her discussion of ‘‘Children’s Book 
Week,’’ suggested using an attractive 
newspaper advertisement with lists for 
children of various ages. It is her plan 
to enlist the co-operation of local clubs 
in this undertaking. 


248 


> 








¥ 









eran ae 


Two other topics: ‘‘Work with 
schools,’’ and ‘‘Vacation reading 
clubs,’’ were turned over completely to 
general discussion, as the leaders who 
were to have had these in charge were 
unable to be present. The point was 
made that, while the library must and 
will do all that is necessary to cor- 
relate subjects and supplement mate- 
rials required in the schools, it must 
at the same time be careful to preserve 
its own atmosphere of leisure, freedom 
of choice, and joy of discovery, for the 
children. 

It was found that a number of the 
libraries used the summer reading club, 
or some other form of special appeal 
for summer reading. It was shown that 
there is grave danger in the matter of 
rewards, and also that this plan may 
easily become coercive, smack too much 
of ‘‘required reading,’’ and so defeat 
its own purpose of giving wider range 
and deeper pleasure in reading. ; 
(L. M. Stickles, Leader.) 





Library Laws in the New Code 

The Secretary has not found time to 
make the careful study of the New 
Code necessary to report the where- 
abouts of all library and related laws. 
The following, however, have been 
brought to her attention: 

See. 727 of the old Code providing 
for the Establishment of a Publie Li- 
brary is now found in abridged form 
as Sees. 5849 and 5850 of the Code of 
1924. 

See. 728, Library Trustees, appears 
in the New Code as Sees. 5852, 5853, 
5854, 5855, 5856 and 5857. 

Sec. 729, Powers, appears as Sec. 
5859. 

Sec. 729a, Power to contract for ex- 
tension of library privileges to outside 
cities, towns, school corporations, town- 
ships and the county appears as Secs. 
5859 and 5860. 

Related laws for counties Sees. 422 
and 425, townships See. 592a, cities or 
towns See. 741n of wt Bg Meg 
supplements appear as Secs. " q 
5861, 5862 and 5863, of the New Code. 
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Sec. 730, Library Fund, appears as 
Sec. 5863. 


See. 731, Reports, appears as Sec. 
5866. 


See. 732, Library Taxes, is found as 
Sub Sees. 19 and 20 of Sec. 6211. 


There is, however, a decided change 
in the law regarding the establishment 
of libraries, in the entire omission of 
the clause found in the old Code under 
See. 727 and reading ‘‘but no money 
ean be appropriated for such (library) 
purpose until the electors of such city 
or town shall, at a general or special 
election have voted for the establish- 
ment of such a library.’’ 


In place thereof provision is made in 
Sees. 6339 and 6341, Code 1924, for an 
election before money can be appro- 
priated for the erection of a library 
building, which did not appear in the 
old Code. 


Authority thus given to the city 
council to levy a library tax for the 
maintenance of a library without any 
vote may work to the advantage of 
towns wishing to establish libraries but 
it is a little difficult to see how the 
requirement could be omitted in one 
place and transferred to anothér with- 
out legislative action. 





Library Circulation 


In the Biennial Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Library Commission recent- 
ly sent to the Governor is a list of the 
libraries of the state with their per 
capita circulation for 1923 given. This 
list is not repeated here from lack of 
space but the following summary may 
be of interest to librarians and trustees. 


It must be remembered, however, that 
circulation is not the entire measure of 


.@ library’s usefulness. 


In towns under 1,000 population 
there are 11 libraries; the average per 
capita circulation for 1923 was 9.6 
books; highest, West Branch, 25.8; 
lowest 3.3. . 
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The following libraries in this class 
circulated over 10 books per capita: 


West Branch, 688 population...... 25.8 
ML MEED Sou c.cansicnactectece 18.6 
Sg RE Sea eee | 


In towns of 1,000 to 2,500 population 
there are 46 libraries; the average per 
capita circulation was 7.5 books; high- 
est, Tipton, 14.3; lowest 3.7. 

The following libraries in this class 
circulated over 9 books per capita: 


Tipton, 2,142 population:......... 14.3 
IS TE is aia nn bie ae 0 oa be 13.0 
Gerner, 1,311 ........:.0.6-. bots 13.0 
Grundy Center, 1,749............. 12.3 
pS a ee 12.0 
eeu sek Ge 10.8 
Woodbine, 1,463 ...............:. 9.8 
I, SEES 5. gp kn co wo wanes 9.8 
Parkersburg, 1,108 .............. 9.3 


In towns of 2,500 to 5,000 population 
there are 42 libraries; the average per 
capita circulation was 6.8 books; high- 
est, Hampton, 10.3; lowest 3.8. 

The following libraries in this class 
circulated over 8 books per capita: 


Hampton, 2,999 population, 10.3. 
Hampton, 2,999 population........ 10.3 
EINES MIRE cnn cbadeweacevcis 9.6 
SE cE Ge n'o uic.4'0e nee 64-606 5 9.3 
ND SE on aw agin ed ee e'd 9.1 
Cs ob nce 6.dle dep ows. cp es 9.0 
Emmetsburg, 2,762 ............-- 8.9 
NEE, TAINED 5 vcs vc scevetecsee 8.9 
Clear Lakes, $806... 2... ccccccces 8.5 
Storm Lake, 3,658.............--:. 8.3 
Manchester, 3,111 ............... 8.2 
PRU MEME wa cin o's's 20s Ve'b-0e sees 8.2 
Oe 6 SOR a ery oe 8.2 
I ME. Asks co Kbeeet ss.es #8 8.1 
Estherville, 4,699 ...........:...- 8.1 


In towns of -5,000 to 10,000 popula- 
tion there are 16 libraries; the average 
per capita circulation was 6 books, 
highest, Oskaloosa, 9.9; lowest 3.4. 

The following libraries in this class 
circulated over 7 books per capita: 


Oskaloosa, 9,427 population....... 9.9 
Grinnell, 5,862 ........cccccccees 8.5 
Shenandoah, 5,255 ...........++:. 7.9 
POS, TP i's pando bc vchcvtwes 7.8 


In towns of 10,000 to 25,000 popula- 
tion there are 11 libraries; the average 
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per capita circulation was 6.2 books; 
highest, Keokuk, 9.5; lowest 3.2. 


The following Uheatics in this class 
have over 6 per capita circulation: 


Keokuk, 14,423 population........ 9.5 
Fort Dodge, 19,437.............2, 8.5 
Mason City, 20,065............... 78 
ge) A RR a 7.0 
Burlington, 24,057 ............... 6.9 
RN NM a oe etn eb all 6.6 
Marshalltown, 14,731 ............ 6.3 


In towns of over 25,000 population 
there are 7 libraries; the average per 
capita circulation was 6.2 books; high- 
est, Davenport, 8.1; lowest 4.3. 


Davenport, 56,727 population..... 8.1 
Waterloo, 36,230 ................ 73 
Cedar Rapids, 0 EE ee 6.7 
Council Bluffs, 36,162............. 6.0 
Des Moines, 126,486.............. 5.8 
Dubuque, 39,141 ................ 5.1 
Sioux City, 71,227... cece ees 43 





Iowa Memberships in the A. L. A. 


Memberships in the A. L. A. as re- 
ported to the commission show eighteen 
librarians, twenty-six assistants and 
three trustees. This includes public li- 
braries only. The showing for the state 
departments, State University and 
State College would add considerably 
to the number. Whatever the number, 
it should be increased. Why not begin 
the new year by joining the A. L. A. 
and reading its publications? Your 
knowledge of library work would be 
greatly broadened thereby. 





Children’s Book Week 

The number of requests coming to 
the Library Commission for material 
for Children’s Book Week was not 
large this year and this led to the con- 
clusion that the week was not being 
observed very widely. 

However, when the clippings received 
through the clipping service totaled 120 
representing fifty-eight towns another 
conclusion was reached, this time that 


the libraries were learning to care for | 


cs 


themselves by ordering new books in 
season and otherwise making their own 














plans which is a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished. 


The newspaper material varied in 
length from very short notices to the 
full pages arranged by the Dubuque 
and Muscatine libraries. The former 
consisted of book lists, essays and book 
reviews by children, formal articles and 
pictures of the children’s book party. 
Muscatine had a full page ad paid for 
by the Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions and Ad 
Clubs. 

The clippings varied in contents 
being brief announcements of the week, 
statements of its object, pleas for good 
reading for children, programs for the 
week and accounts of the manner in 
which they were carried out. 


A most excellent Book Number was 
brought out by Midland Schools. 


The observance of the week included 
book displays in the library and in 
store windows, book poster displays 
calling attention to the books and to 
the ‘‘week’’ and made in many places 
by grade pupils, story hours for the 
children, talks to parents, book plays, 
the writing of book essays by school 
pupils, sermons in the churches and 
programs at women’s organizations. 


In many places the teachers, women’s 
clubs, parent-teachers associations and 
other organizations co-operated with 
the librarian in arranging the program. 
We regret that space does not permit 
the printing of some of the interesting 
accounts which have come to the com- 
mission office from Indianola, Lincoln 
High School, Des Moines, and other 
places. 


Librarians report increased circula- 
tion and new borrowers. That the 
purchase of better books in the home 
will also result from the activities of 
this week is also greatly to be de- 
sired. 





Vacations and Library Meeting 
Expenses 


The supplementary reports returned 
from the libraries with the annual re- 
ports for 1923 gave the following fig- 
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ures in regard to librarians’ vacations 
district meetings. 
and the expenses allowed for state and 

The fact that a library is omitted 
from any of these lists may mean (1) 
that no report came, (2) that the re- 
port which came was not filled out or 
(3) which we fear is true in most cases, 
that no vacation is granted. 

The libraries are grouped by size 
of town for convenience in comparison. 
The population is included in parenthe- 
ses. If libraries in towns of similar 
size do not grant the same length of 
vacation the longer should be taken as 
the standard rather than the shorter 
as better work can be done when a res- 
pite has been taken from work and the 
librarian can return to it with a fresh 
mind. Of course, there may be some 
mistakes in. this summary which the 
Secretary will be glad to correct in a 
future issue of the Quarterly and in 
some cases the figures given may be for 


1923 only. Vacations reported are as 
follows: 
Stuart (1,716) and Washington 


(4,697) report ‘‘indefinite period.’’ 

Five days is reported as the vacation 
allowed at Glenwood (3,862) (during 
Chautauqua. ) 

Libraries reporting a vacation of one 
week were: West Branch (688), Britt 
(1,619), Grundy Center (1,749) and 
Forest City (2,145.) 

Libraries giving ten days: Man- 
chester (3,111) and Clarinda (4,511.) 

Libraries giving two weeks: Traer 
(1,329), Greenfield (1,707), Mt. Ayr 
(1,738), Belmond (1,797), Sibley 
(1,803), DeWitt (1,849), Corydon 
(1,867), Bedford (2,073), Tipton 
(2,142), Rock Rapids (2,172), Sigour- 
ney (2,214), Waukon (2,359), Colfax 
(2,504), Sae City (2,630), Clear Lake 
(2,804), Clarion (2,826), Harlan 
(2,831), Anamosa (2,881), Eldora 
(3,189), Vinton (3,381), Jefferson 
(3,416, Knoxville (3,523), Algona 
(3,724), Missouri Valley (3,985), Mt. 
Pleasant (3,987), Decorah (4,039), 
Spencer (4,599), Estherville (4,699), 
Albia (5,037), Atlantic (5,329), Red 
Oak (5,578), Cherokee (5,824), Cedar 





Falls (6,316), Oelwein (7,455), Keokuk 
(14,423), and Grinnell (5,362). 

Eighteen days was reoprted as the 
vacation period at Toledo (1,608). 

Three weeks are given according to 
reports at Villisea (2,111), Pella 
(3,338), Storm Lake (3,658), and Mar- 
ion (4,138). 

One month is the vacation allowed 
according to their reports at Onawa 
(2,256), Winterset (2,906), Hampton 
(2,992), Waverly (3,352), Maquoketa 
(3,626), Indianola (3,628), Carroll 


(4,254), Fairfield (5,948), Ames (6,274), 


Newton (6,627), Charles City ,(7,350), 
Oskaloosa (9,427), Iowa City (11,267), 
Boone (12,451), Marshalltown (15,731), 
Muscatine (16,068), Ft. Dodge (19,347), 
Mason City (20,065), Ottumwa (23,003) 
Burlington (24,057), Clinton (24,151), 
Council Bluffs (36,162), Waterloo 
(36,230), Dubuque (39,141), Cedar 
Rapids (45,566), Davenport (56,727), 
Sioux City (71,227) and Des Moines 
(126,486). 

The supplementary reports for 1923 
showed that expenses were paid to 
either district or state meeting by 
most of the libraries of the state and in 
many cases for both. A number of the 
larger libraries also paid expenses to 
the A. L. A. However, there are other 
libraries which should pay state or dis- 
trict expenses or both which pai 
neither. , 

There are also some libraries, and 
not the smallest, the librarians from 
which have never attended either state 
or district meeting or not for so many 
years that past attendance hardly 
counts. Their names could be given but 
are not. No librarian can do her best 
work who does not attend library meet- 
ings at least occasionally. 





A. L. A. Survey Questionnaire 


_ Aeeording to announcement in the 
last Quarterly and by Mr. Kaiker at 
Boone the questionnaires in the A. L. 
A. Survey have been mailed to public 
and college libraries in the state with 
over 5,000 -volumes. 

In Iowa this was done through the 
Iowa Library Commission and the 


questionnaires are to be returned to 
the commission. This, however, is the 
only connection of the commission with 
the matter. 

The Secretary sympathizes with the 
librarians especially of the smaller li- 
braries in this.extra work at this busy 
season but when we accept our posi- 
tions as librarians we accept all that 
goes with them be it pleasure or work. 
Pride in a good showing from Iowa as 
well as the desire to contribute our 
share as a part of the entire library sys- 


.tem of the country should be an incen- 


tive.to careful, thorough and prompt 
returns. Library trustees in the smaller 
libraries, where no help is employed, 
should come to the assistance of the li- 
brarian at this time. After being filled 
the questionnaire will require letter 
postage for return. 





Iowa Librarians on A. L. A. Committees 


The list of committee appointments 
issued by the A. L. A. shows fifty-five 
committees. On these committees the 
following Iowa librarians appear: 

Miss Robinson, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Institutional Libraries. 

Mr. Brigham, member of the Com- 
mittee on Federal and State Relations. 

Miss Grace Rose, member of the Com- 
mittee on Recruiting for Library 
Service. 

Miss Grace Shellenberger, represen- 
tative for Iowa on the A. L. A. Member- 
ship Committee. 





A. L. A. and Midwinter Meetings 


Seattle has been selected by the 
Executive Board as the meeting place 
of the American Library Association 
for 1925. 

The midwinter meetings of the A. 
L. A., League of Library Commissions 
and other affiliated organizations and 
sections will be held in Chicago at 
Hotel Sherman on January Ist and 2nd. 

The program of the League of Li- 
brary Commission will include a discus- 
sion of the ‘‘ Relationship in small com- 
munities between the public library and 
the school library,’’ ‘‘Library visits on 
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the part of Commission organizers,’’ in 
the discussion of which the Secretary 
from Iowa has been asked to lead, 
‘‘Library meetings,’’ ete. 

The programs for the other meetings 
will include the principal questions of 
importance before the different organ- 
izations. These meetings are always 
helpful and enjoyable. The usual 
Iowa breakfast or luncheon will be held. 


Farm Bureau Debate 





A state wide debate on the subject, 


‘*Resolved: That the average Iowa 
farm boy of today will find greater op- 
portunities in farming than in town or 
city oeeupations,’’ is being staged by 
the Farmers’ Debate Council. 

A bibliography was prepared by the 
Extension Department at Ames and 
sent by the Library Commission to all 
libraries which are urged to check up 
their resources with this bibliography 
of their counties their ability to help 
in furnishing material for the debate. 
The Library Commission will loan addi- 
tional material where it is needed. 

This is an opportunity for the li- 
braries to make their usefulness felt 
by the farm people and it should not 
be neglected. 





Some Night 

Some night when I feel calmer and I 
really stay at home 

To calm my fevered nerves a bit I 
might like to read a poem. 

Some night when a movie’s nothing and 
my foolish nerves ain’t keyed 

I'll get around to read all the things 
I’d ought to read. 

Some night I'll read something just to 
feel one old time thrill 

Just dream and think and read, at least 
I think I will. 

I’li probably find the story on the 
Public Library shelf 

And yes—maybe—my youthful dreams 
may come and show themselves. 





‘‘T wish you might witness the open- 
ing of a box of your Traveling Library 
books in our school. The children are 
so eager you would think it was a 
Christmas package.’’ 

(From a teacher in a small town) 








Library News of the State 





Ames—Public Library—The library 
has received a gift of $500 by the will 
of Mrs. Sallie Stocker Smith, widow of 
Prof. Stocker, one of the early profes- 
sors in the State College. According 
to the terms of the will $100 is to be 
used for photographs or pictures for 
the library wall and $400 for the pur- 
chase of books. 

Atlantic—Miss Mary Adams, former 
librarian, has been appointed librarian 
at Escondito, California. 

Cedar Rapids—Mrs. ©. I. Parks, 
formerly Miss Atkinson of the Des 
Moines Public Library, has become part 
time assistant in the library. 

Charles City—The library has just 
received a $500 bequest from the es- 
tate of Mrs. Sallie Stocker Smith, a 
resident of Charles City for many 
years. 

Cherokee — Mrs. Ben Thompson, 
formerly Miss Ruth Gibbons beloved li- 
brarian of Cheokee, has aceepted a posi- 
tion in the library at Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia. 

Clarion—Miss Blanche Bock, Seere- 
tary of the library board for a num- 
ber of years, has resigned to move to 
Iowa Falls. Her going is a loss to the 
library and community. Mrs. D. E. 
Tompkins has been appointed to fill 
the vacancy. 

Corning—The annual reception of 
the library board to the teachers of 
the local schools was hold October 21st 
at which time the Better Book Week 
campaign beginning November 9th was 
announced by the librarian, Miss Idelle 
Riddile. This has been an annual affair 
since 1919. 

Corydon—Miss Gertrude Rew has re- 
signed her position as librarian which 
she has held for the past six years and 
is succeeded by Miss Flora Harper. 

Council Bluffs—Miss Agnes Brennen, 
children’s librarian for the past eight- 
een months was married November 
18th to Mr. John Fanning of Water- 
loo where they will live. 





Books and magazines for the pris- 
oners at the county jail are provided 
by the library. Nothing but clean, 
vigorous literature is sent though the 
covers may not be new. 


Davenport—Mr. E. M. Sharon, a 
member of the library board for eight- 
een years declined re-election on the 
expiration of his term and Mr. Edwin 
B. Lindsay was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

Miss Jane Kibby, a former member 
of the Davenport staff who ‘resigned 
in April, 1924, to accept a position in 
the Hospital Library at Whipple Bar- 
racks, Arizona, was married to Mr. 
Francis J. Devlin on November 20th at 
Prescott. Mr. and Mrs. Devlin will 
live at Whipple Barracks where Mr. 
Devlin is personnel officer. 

The staff of the Davenport library 
entertained at tea on Sunday, Novem- 
ber 30th, having as guests the librari- 
ans of the tri-cities including college 
librarians and others interested in li- 
brary work. Rev. Charles A. Payne of 
Milwaukee gave a very interesting talk 
on the ‘‘Romance of the Northwest’’ 
illustrated with beautiful slides. After 
the talk the guests were shown about 
the building and enjoyed an informal 
time in the staff room where tea was 
served. 

The Y. W. C. A. recently entertained 
at tea thirty high school girls interested 
in the library at which Miss Shel- 
lenberger talked on the various forms 
of library work. 


Des Moines—Library Club—The Li- 
brary Club, the Des Moines English 
Teachers Club and the Press and Au- 
thors Club joined in a dinner on Octo- 
ber 3d at which Dr. Dallas Lore Sharp 
spoke on ‘‘The poet and the prophet.’’ 
A large number of club members and 
guests enjoyed both dinner and ad- 
dress. 


On the evening of November 17th 
the club was entertained at the home 
of Miss Helen Million, an assistant in 
the Des Moines City Library, when a 
social evening was spent with games 
and refreshments. 


‘ 


Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Miss Gertrude Rew, librarian of the 
Corydon Public Library for the past 
six years has received temporary ap- 
pointment as general library assistant, 

Des Moines—Public Library—aA bas 
relief by Miss Florence Sprague of 
Drake University has recently been 
purchased by the library board and 
placed at the entrance of the children’s 
room. The new Highland Park Branch 
was formally opened with an appro- 
priate program on October 9th. 

Des Moines—State Library—-Miss 
Lavinia Steele, cataloger for a number 
of years, has been granted a year’s 
leave of absence to accept a position 
for that time in the Masonic Library 
at Cedar Rapids. Miss Steele’s educa- 
tion, library training and !ong efficient 
service in the State Library fit her most 
excellently for the Masonic Library 
position. 

DeWitt—Miss Emma F. Merrill, 
member of the library board since 1903, 
recently resigned because of ill health. 
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. R. Fay- 
ram has been appointed to fill the va- 
cancy. 

Dubuque—aAs the opening of Chil- 
dren’s Book Week a book party was 
held in the children’s room of the li- 
brary on Saturday morning, November 
Ist; at which many characters from 
children’s books appeared in costume. 
Peter Pumkin Eater and his wife were 
prize winners. 

Grinnell— As a feature of Children’s 
Book Week a ‘‘Short Course’’ of in- 
struction in the use of the library was 
given by the librarian to all adult pa- 
trons of the library who wished to at- 
tend. 

Harlan—Three pictures and money 
sufficient to buy fifty books have re- 
cently been given to the library. 

Ida Grove—Mrs. Frank Reed has 
been appointed librarian to succeed 
Miss Alice MeWilliams recently de- 
ceased. 

Marshalltown—Miss Alice Story, li- 
brarian of the Fair Ground Branch of 
the Des Moines Public Library, has 
been selected as librarian to fill the va- 
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eancy caused by the resignation of 
Miss Wieder. Miss Story is an Iowa 
girl, a graduate of Simpson College and 
the Wisconsin Library School and has 
had experience in high school and pub- 
lie libraries. 

As part of the observance of Chil- 
dren’s Book Week prizes were awarded 
to the grade pupils completing the sum- 
mer reading course. One hundred 
seventy-one children had read _ ten 
books each and received a book given 
by the school board. 


Nashua—‘‘Friend Day’’ was cele- 
brated at the library on November 15th. 
A two-fold purpose attached to the des- 
ignation of the day. First being in 
appreciation of the generous gift of 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Friend of Chicago 
which made possible the purchase of 
many more books than the funds of 
the library would have allowed. Sec- 
ond, each patron of the library was in- 
vited to bring a ‘‘friend’’ to look over 
the new books before they went into 
circulation. The invitation was widely 
accepted and numbers of ‘‘friends’’ old 
and new visited the library on that day. 


Nevada—Miss Rose Murphy, for thir- 
ty years a member of the library board, 
has resigned, During part of the time 
Miss Murphy servéd as secretary and 
as a member of the book committee 
during the whole time. She has seen 
the library grow from a small begin- 
ning to its present size. She has al- 
ways given interested and worthy serv- 
ice. Mrs. Harold Tipton and Miss Adah 
Livingston have been appointed by the 
mayor to fill the vacancies caused by 
the resignations of Mrs. Sadie Sowers 
and Miss Rose Murphy. 


Odebolt—<A food sale for the bene- 
fit of the library netted $53 for the pur- 
chase of new books. The library also 
recently received $50 from the D. A. 
R. Chapter. 


Ottumwa—During the meeting of 
the sixth district of the State Federa- 
tion of Women’s Clubs a very attrac- 
tive book display was made by the pub- 
lie library in one of the windows of 
the Hotel Ottumwa Building. Books of 
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interest to club women were especially 
featured. 

Pella—Central College—Miss Marie 
Greiner, Librarian, has been granted a 
leave of absence for study at Mt. Union 
College, Alliance, Ohio. 

Perry—Prior to her removal to Des 
Moines Miss Caroline Forgrave pre- 
sented the library with a collection of 
educational books which will be found 
especially useful by the teachers. 

Red Oak—The dedication of the new 
addition to the library building given 
by Mrs. H. C. Lane was held on Friday 
evening, November 14th in the library 
auditorium. Mr.-C. E. Carey, presi- 
dent of the library board presided and 
introduced the program with a few fit- 
ting remarks. A very interesting his- 
torical sketch of the library was given 
by Miss Sarah Palmer, the efficient li- 
brarian for many years. Mrs. Nora K. 
Collard, secretary of the board, read a 
message from Mrs. Lane. An apprecia- 
tion of Captain Herbert C. Lane was 
given by a Spanish War comrade. Mr. 
John C. Bryant, member of the board 
gave an account of. the Herbert C. 
Lane memorial collection of books given 
by Mr. and Mrs. Lane which this addi- 
tion is to house. Miss Julia A. Robin- 
son, Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion, gave an address on ‘‘The value of 
a library to the community.”’ 

The addition is of the same construc- 
tion as the main building and consists 
of two rooms each of which will even- 
tually have two floors by use of glass 
flooring. This addition adds greatly 
to the attractiveness of the building 
and will add to the efficiency of this 
efficient library. 

Sioux City—Twenty-six thousand 
circulars explaining the needs and use 
of the public library were distributed 
during October. Sixteen thousand of 
these were sent with the October water 
bills and the remainder placed in fac- 
tories, banks and other public places. 


Storm Lake—By the will of Mr. 
George Currier, member of the library 
board, who died June 3rd, the Storm 
Lake library will receive a legacy of 
$1,000. The library board has decided 





to put this into a permanent fund the 
interest of which will be used for the 
purchase of books on history and citi- 
zenship for the children’s department. 
A special book plate will be placed in 
each book purchased with this fund. 

In order to give opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with the new books 
a reading circle is being planned and 
book talks will be given at the library 
each Wednesday morning. All inter- 
ested are invited to attend., 

In appreciation of her help to the 
elub a luncheon was given to Miss Wal- 
pole on the occasion of her birthday, 
November 10th. 

Washington—<An inspection of the li- 
brary was the after dinner lunch pro- 
gram of the Lions Club on November 
25th. Miss Denny acted as conductor 
and explained the operation of the li- 
brary as well as its resources. 

Waterloo—Six of the library sta- 
tions closed as a method of retrench- 
ment during the financial difficulty of 
of the past year have been reopened. 
Miss Loraine Hallowell has been ap- 
pointed head of the circulation de- 


partment to succeed Miss Virginia 
Heston who has resigned. 

West Branch—The city council failed 
to raise the library appropriation re- 
quested by the library board but paid 
for their winter’s supply of coal. 





Deaths in Library Ranks 

The first three of these notices should 
have appeared in the last issue of the 
Quarterly but after being written were 
unintentionally omitted which is a mat- 
ter of regret. 

Miss Helen Sauer, member of the li- 
brary board of the Carnegie-Stout Li- 
brary, Dubuque, since 1914, passed 
away during June. 

Dr. G. B. Clemons, a member of the 
Storm Lake library board, died on 
June 17th. Dr. Clemons had been an 
interested and active member of the 
board. 

Among those whose going will be a 
loss to the library interests of the state 
is that of Mrs. P. S. Bibbes whose 
death occurred on June 3, last. Mrs. 
ak. 


Bibbes has not been connected with 
library work for many years but was 
an active member of the club by whom 
books were solicited for a free reading 
room for Boone, this being the begin- 


ning of library work in that town. A 


daughter of Mrs. Bibbes, Miss Alice, 
was a librarian and Miss Sara has been 
an assistant in the Boone library for 
many years and is now children’s li- 
brarian. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Soper, fo:merly one 
of the Trustees of the Emmetsburg 
Public Library, passed away after a 
long illness September 26. At its Oc- 
tober meeting the Board of Trustees 
directed the following resolution pre- 
pared in honor of her memory. 


**Whereas upon the death of our dear 
friend and former co-trustee, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Soper, the Board desires to 
make expression of sorrow at her loss 
and of appreciation of all that she did 
for our library. 


Resolved, that we hold in grateful re- 
membrance her earnest interest at the 
time of organizing the Library Associa- 
tion in which our library had its be- 
ginning, her untiring service during the 
progress of erecting, furnishing and 
establishing the library building, and 
her faithful work during all the years 
of her membership of the Library 
Board, realizing that interwoven as her 


life was with the history of the library 


so long as its usefulness continues she 
must be unforgotten.’’ 


Mrs. Soper was made a member of 
the first library board of Emmetsburg 
in November, 1912. She continued to 
serve until August, 1922, when illness 
rendered her retirement necessary. She 
was succeeded on the board by her son, 
Mr. E. B. Soper, now Vice-President. 


The Ida Grove library has met with 
a loss in the death of its librarian, 
Miss Alice MeWilliams who 
away on November 6th. Miss MeWil- 
liams had been in charge of the library 


since 1920, and was very conscientious 


in all her work. She had attended vari- 
ous district meetings. 
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